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Student puppeteers perform at Art Matters 


REEL WINNERS 1, 


Cinema students and faculty earn awards 


BIRTH OF THE BLUES 8 


Ingrid Bejerman gears up for Blue Met opening 
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Onlookers wait for the Crusher to best the Moncton University contender in this year's bridge building competition. The team walked 
away with third prize in what was the biggest competition to date. 


Research tutorial 


just a click away 


KAREN HERLAND 





Two years ago, a provincial survey of undergrad- 
uates revealed that only a quarter of the respon- 
dents could identify criteria for evaluating web 
sites as sources. And fewer than a third knew 
how to find journal topics on their subject. 

Concordia’s Libraries’ Information Literacy 
Working Group developed Info Research 101, an 
interactive online tutorial to help students nego- 
tiate the steps of producing academic essays. 
Their tutorial has just been added to the 
Association of College & Research Libraries’ 
Peer-Reviewed Instructional Material Online 
(PRIMO) database, where it will be profiled as a 
feature site in the coming months. 

“It’s a way to equip students with skills to satis- 
fy their information needs and offer ways to use 
that information properly; said Patrick Labelle, 
Instruction Librarian. Labelle chairs the working 
group that developed the tutorial. Librarians 
Olivier Charbonneau, Dubravka Kapa and Sonia 
Poulin contributed to its development. 

The tutorial is available at library.concordia.ca/ 
help/tutorial/ on the library website. Info 
Research 101 is divided into steps: defining a 
topic, identifying sources, using search tools, 
organizing material and how to cite sources in 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4 





Smashing results 


Record participation for annual bridge-building event 


KAREN HERLAND 


Toothpicks, popsicle sticks, Lepage’s 
white glue and dental floss may sound 
like the makings of a kindergarten proj- 
ect. However, if that project is going to 
face the Crusher, you know you're actu- 
ally dealing with Concordia’s 22nd 
Annual Troitsky Bridge Building com- 
petition. 

“Every year we see new ways of using 
dental floss. It’s really quite amazing? 
Mathieu Vincelli said. Vincelli is presi- 
dent of the Concordia chapter of the 
Canadian Society for Civil Engineering 
(CSCE), which hosts the event. 

Forty teams from Calgary, Vermont, 
Quebec, the Maritimes and Ontario 
participated. “It keeps growing every 
year, but I think we've finally reached 
the maximum that we can have. We 
may have to scale back next year; 
Vincelli said. 

Teams must comply with an ever- 


growing list of rules determining every- 
thing from the tools they use to con- 
struct their bridges (yes to X-acto 
knives, no to drills) to the length of time 
they can spend assembling the pieces. 

“We add new rules each year to make 
things harder for the teams,’ Vincelli 
said, 

“We'll probably rewrite the rules over 
the summer, CSCE VP Internal Kurt 
Cabral acknowledged. The rewrite 
should clarify some of the questions 
that came up this year, like the accept- 
able dimensions for Popsicle sticks. 

Teams are subjected to two sets of 
tests. Concordia Professor Ashutosh 
Bagchi, Albert Robitaille, from the 
Vermont Technical College and junior 
engineer Patrick Caron from Sintra Inc. 
judged the more subjective areas of 
originality, aesthetics and presentation. 

Meanwhile teams had to provide 
detailed specs on their bridges before 
building them. Any discrepancy 


between estimated and real dimen- 
sions or capabilities was counted 
against them. Complicated calcula- 
tions determine the appropriate load 
for the piece. 

Finally, the designs are subjected to 
the Mechtronix Crusher, capable of 
exerting 10 tons of pressure. Most 
designs can withstand only a fraction 
of that punishment, Cabral said. 

Cegep de Chicoutimi nabbed the first 
prize for the third year in a row. Their 
design crumbled just shy of a half-ton 
of pressure. McMaster University had 
three teams in the top 10, and Ryerson 
University took two of the 10 spots. The 
rest of the top places were taken by 
Moncton University, the University of 
New Brunswick, Queen’s University, 
and, of course, one of our home teams. 

The event took place on March 10 
and highlights were aired the next 
week on the Discovery Channel’s Daily 
Planet. 
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VIEWPOINT 


Graduate student endorses 
need for stronger teaching 


BILAL ABDUL KADER 


A year ago, I read a strongly worded article in The Graduate (the 
Concordia Graduate Students’ Association's magazine) on the 
conflict between education and commercialized research. 

“Today, universities are in serious danger of becoming driven 
by market priorities, the article said. In fact, time spent on 
research is growing at the expense of the dissemination of 
knowledge, which is the core mission of universities. 

This perception was expressed in a Viewpoint column by Dr. 
Arshad Ahmad (Journal, Feb. 9). The pressure to do research is 
causing a major drift within the faculty body away from teach- 
ing, which should be the university's central purpose. 

Academic training channels the students’ social contribu- 
tion, shapes their mindset, and prepares them for their careers. 
The instructor plays an important role in their development. 
Some professors underestimate the role of class dynamics in 
this process. 

In an increasing number of classes, students — as quiet 
receptors — listen to long lectures and stare at slides. Haven't 
they spent enough years in the silent acquisition of information 
at their elementary and high schools? These students looked 
forward to passionate pedagogical approaches that would 
stimulate their desire for enlightenment. 

The pedagogical approach should be redesigned. The lectur- 
er should be able to design, formulate, and deliver his/her 
course material in a smooth and pressure-free way. 

Concordia students come from the four corners of the world. 
Many of them put in serious efforts to get to university. They 
want more value from their post-secondary studies. I came from 
Lebanon to gain a competitive advantage in my career; my 
friend Lu came from China to acquire a different set of skills. 

In most of my classes, I was disappointed. My Canadian col- 
league Nada feels the same way. She admits that we have to 
push hard at Concordia to get what we were promised. 

I strongly agree with Dr. Ahmad that we need to redress the 
balance between teaching and research. Dean Nabil Esmail has 
remarked on the need for continuous assessment of the 
methodology of teaching skills in engineering training, espe- 
cially at the undergraduate level. 

Professors should care not only for the content they deliver, 
but also for the skills graduates need when they enter the work- 
force. It is sad to see rich academic content lacking a clear 
objective and a strong learning process. 

Better teaching processes and learning models would draw 
another practical dimension for Concordia mission statement: 
“..Concordia is committed to responsible and innovative lead- 
ership in fulfilling the mission of universities to develop and dis- 
seminate knowledge and values and to act as a social critic ..” 

As a graduate student, I am not convinced that the current 
learning and teaching model realizes this mission statement. 
Other students have expressed their feeling that the bureau- 
cratic organization treats them as mere numbers. 

I am glad that program administrators realized the impor- 
tance of reshaping current program structures, but I worry 
about the questionable priorities leading the administration 
decisions as expressed by Dr. Alan Hochstein (Viewpoint, 
Journal, Feb. 23). 

My experience at Concordia has been rich and fruitful during 
the past two years in my graduate studies, but it is still below 
the expectations of an international student sacrificing his sav- 
ings for a graduate degree. 

Bilal Abdul Kader is a PhD student in the Finance Department, 
John Molson School of Business 


Readers are invited to contact Barbara Black with ideas for future 
Viewpoint articles. Send ideas to barblak@alcor.concordia.ca 


Sifting through generations 


Michele Wallace explores personal and political experiences 


KAREN HERLAND 


For her lecture entitled “Talking 
Pictures: Black Feminist 
Generations; Michele Wallace 
mined her family photo albums 
for the personal and political 
clues they provided to the last 


two centuries of African- 
American experience. 
Wallace has established herself 


as a cultural critic with a series of 
volumes, most recently Dark 
Designs and Visual Culture. The 
decision to explore her family 
through images came naturally to 
her, “We communicate in my fam- 
ily through pictures; she said. 
The address was both the 
annual Mary Ann Beckett-Baxter 
Memorial Lecture and the 
keynote speech for this year’s 
graduate student conference on 
visual culture. It brought 17 
speakers from across North 
America to Concordia March 17 
to 18 under the theme Shifting 
Borders. Presenters addressed 
themes of mapping, borders and 
shifting between media. 
Wallace, currently a Visiting 
Professor of the Africana 
Research and Study Center at 
Cornell University and a 
Professor at City University in 
New York, was introduced by 
Simone de Beauvoir Institute 
Principal Lillian Robinson. 
Robinson commented on 
Wallace's career of shifting bor- 
ders and pushing limits, back to 
the latter's first book, Black Macho 
and the Myth of the Superwoman. 
Wallace ignited a controversy 
with her book, which took the 
Black Power movement to task in 
the1970s for neglecting women. 
In true feminist tradition, 
Wallace's lecture interjected the 
personal into the political con- 
text of her family, images of rela- 
tives who were slaves and who 
helped establish black schools 
during Reconstruction. She apol- 
ogized for the quality of some of 
the prints, confessing that her 
(now 75-year-old) mother was 
possessive about pictures and 
these were the ones she had been 
able to pilfer. 
The lecture was divided into 





Michele Wallace is under her grandmother Willi Posey’s left arm; her sis- 
ter Barbara is under the right. Their mother, Faith Ringgold is behind, in 
dark glasses. Image from Dark Designs and Visual Culture, 2004. 


two parts, the first tracing gener- 
ations of Wallace's family back to 
1830 through her mother’s moth- 
er’s ancestors. The second set of 
slides depicted the work of 
Wallace’s mother, Faith Ring- 
gold, an established visual artist. 
Most intriguing were the ways in 
which relatives, recognizable 
from their photographs, resur- 
faced in much of Ringgold’s art. 

Wallace’s ancestors learned 
quilt-making and sewing while 
slaves. Those traditions were 
passed down to Wallace's grand- 
mother, Willi Posey, who became 
a dressmaker and designer in 
Harlem. This explains Ringgold’s 
increasing use of soft sculpture 
and quilt-making as a medium 
for her art. 

Wallace showed a quilt trip- 
tych her mother had sewn in 
1985, Street Story Quilt #1,2,3, now 
part of the Metropolitan 
Museum of New York's collec- 
tion. The squares depict a series 
of tenement windows framing 
often disturbing stories. 

Wallace understood those 


images when she realized that 
the block her mother had grown 
up on in Harlem was known for 
having the highest number of 
shootings of police officers in the 
city. Wallace now teaches on a 
campus some six blocks away. 

Family relationships also 
marked the lecture. As Wallace 
pointed out, “the women in my 
family are performers.” Wallace 
stopped at one photograph fea- 
turing her mother and aunt with 
wide smiles and impeccable out- 
fits. “This photo must have been 
staged. We have a smile in our 
family that means ‘for the public’. 
I'm the only one who can't do it?’ 

The relationship between pub- 
lic and private, art and life, histo- 
ry and the present were among 
the borders repeatedly presented 
and shifted in Wallace's lecture. 

Shifting Borders was organ- 
ized by eight Fine Arts graduate 
students. Organizer Reid Cooper 
acknowledged the support they 
received from professors Loren 
Lerner, Catherine MacKenzie 
and Martha Langford. 





Students vote on leadership, fees March 28 - 30 


Six slates will vie for control of 
the Concordia Student Union 
(CSU) during student elections 
March 28 to 30. 

Nearly 31,000 undergraduate 
students who pay CSU fees are eli- 


gible to elect the executive, as well 
as candidates that will represent 
them on the 37 total seats available 
on the CSU Council, the University 
Senate and Board of Governors. 
Three referendum questions are 


on the ballot, including two pro- 
posed fee increases to support the 
student-run film series, Cinema 
Politica, and the Concordia Centre 
for Gender Advocacy, Centre 2110. 

ALLISON MARTENS 


Runaway growth in 
info systems institute 


Offers unique multidisciplinary program 


KAREN HERLAND 





President Claude Lajeunesse 
was surprised to discover stu- 
dents and faculty crammed 
along the hallways all the way to 
the elevators when he visited the 
Concordia Institute for Inform- 
ation Systems Engineering’s 
(CIISE) fourth floor offices on 
René-Lévesque Blvd. 

The greeting was arranged by 
institute Director Rachida Dssouli 
to mark the president's visit on 
March 14. It was the third day of 
laboratory tours organized by 
Vice-Provost Research Truong 
Vo-Van, who accompanied the 
president. The tours are meant to 
highlight research achievements 
across the university. 

After some introductions and 
photographs, Dssouli presented 
the considerable achievements 
of the graduate research and 
training program, which is bare- 
ly three years old. 

Dssouli, along with Depart- 
ment Administrator Sheila 
Anderson, were hired in June 
2002. The next professor hired, 
Associate Director Mourad 
Debbabi, worked with them to 
develop Concordia’s program in 
information systems engineering 
through the Faculty of Engineer- 
ing and Computer Science. The 
first program developed was a 
graduate certificate in Service 
Engineering and Network 
Management. 

A flurry of hiring from 2003 to 





2004 expanded the institute. “We 
are unique in Canada to conduct 
research and offer multi-discipli- 
nary programs information sys- 
tems security and total quality sys- 
tems engineering, Dssouli said. 

CIISE combines research and 
training related to information 
systems security, systems engi- 
neering, telecommunication 
software engineering, image pro- 
cessing and much more. 

The program has attracted 
graduate students with bachelor’s 
degrees in engineering and com- 
puter science for the opportunity 
to earn an MSc or an MEng in 
either Information Systems 
Security or Quality Systems 
Engineering. 

“We are committed to the train- 
ing of experts in the areas of infor- 
mation systems, security and total 
quality; Dssouli said. 

“Our goal is to train technical 
leaders that are ready to fly when 
joining industry or governmental 
organizations.’ 

Currently the institute houses 
10 full-time faculty (four of whom 
hold research chairs) along with 
two adjunct professors and a 
handful of positions pending. The 
institute is actively hiring another 
seven faculty members, with an 
eventual goal of 25 professors. 

CIISE has about 200 graduate 
students, a quarter of whom are 
working on PhDs. Many of them 
came with the newly integrated 
faculty members. 

CIISE faculty members have 


been very successful in securing 
funding from a variety of corpo- 
rate and governmental agencies. 
If anything, it is suffering from 
growing pains. 

“We have no trouble securing 
funds for research and equip- 
ment, Associate Director Deb- 
babi said. “What we need is dedi- 
cated space to give the appropri- 
ate training to our students’ 

The institute's expansion has 
sent it spilling out of its René- 
Lévesque Blvd. location to the EV 
building on Ste. Catherine St., 
where nearly half of the graduate 
students have set up labs. 

During a tour of those facilities, 
Professor Brigitte Jaumard, who 
holds a Concordia Research 
Chair, presented some of the facil- 
ities in the EV Building. Dssouli 
said this division of space ham- 
pered the synergy of working 
closely and physically together. 

Debbabi added that the work 
that students do requires dedicat- 
ed laboratories with specialized 
equipment for hands-on experi- 
ence. The students need to con- 
duct IT security experiments in 
safe and controlled circum- 
stances. 

The CIISE is on the brink of 
even more expansion. About 100 
students joined the institute last 
year when new programs were 
added. The current hiring push, 
and a much-anticipated certifi- 
cate in 3D gaming design slated to 
begin in September 2006, will 
swell the institute even more. 


President Claude Lajeunesse (foreground) and Vice-Provost Research Truong Vo-Van meet CIISE students Siamak 
Kolahi (left) and Rabeb Mizouni while touring the telecommunications service engineering research lab. 
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ACCOLADES 


Congratulations to alumnus Fred Green (BComm 78), who has 
been named CEO of Canadian Pacific Railway Ltd. He has been a 
CPR employee since he graduated. The Globe and Mail said Green 
will likely improve train times and cut costs. 





~@Q 


A project by management professors Martin Martens and 
Robert Oppenheimer and David Jones of the University of 
Vermont was featured in Donna Nebenzahl's Workology column in 
The Gazette on March 11. They are doing research on the signifi- 
cance of friends at work. The project survey is online, and the three 
researchers are seeking participants. If youre interested in taking 
part, go to www.riskstrategy.org/survey/friendstart.html 


Qo 


Jennifer J. McGrath (Psych- 
ology), who studies cardiovas- 
cular risk factors in youth, 
recently found that children 
from poorer, less educated fam- 
ilies were less physically active 
and had more sedentary behav- 
iour than children from wealth- 
ier, more educated families in 
Quebec. However, regardless of 
whether they came from rich or 
poor families, all children 
received the same amount of 
school physical education class- 
es. School physical education 
classes were the only source of 
physical activity for some disad- 
vantaged youth. These findings underscore the importance of 
physical education classes in schools and have implications on pol- 
icy decisions as they relate to school funding. Her work was 
reported in the Journal de Montréal, The Gazette, 940 News Radio, 
and she recently presented the findings at the annual meeting of 
the American Psychosomatic Society. 


~o- 


Congratulations to Concordia's 23-student team at the Jeux franco- 
canadiens de la communication, held recently at Université Laval. 
It was the first time Concordia had taken part. The student organ- 
izers, Kinia Adamezyk and Gabriel Bran Lopez, had to raise 
$5000 to cover registration and material costs, which came from 
various university sources plus Volkswagen and the Caisse 
Desjardins. The team came second in oral presentation, and say 
they learned a lot. 


~@o 


Fine Arts alumnus Matthew Reichertz is one of five artists short- 
listed nationwide for the largest art award in Canadian history 
available to young artists. The Sobey Art Award, worth $50,000, is 
awarded every two years to an artist under the age of 40,. This 
year's winner will be announced in November, and works by all five 
finalists will be featured in an exhibit in the Montreal Museum of 
Fine Arts from Oct. 25 to Jan. 7. 


“Qo 


First Nations author and scholar Dr. Taiaiake (Gerald) Alfred 
(BA 1989) won a National Aboriginal Achievement Award in the 
education category. It was given this year at a gala ceremony in 
Vancouver. He is the founding director of the Indigenous 
Governance program at the University of Victoria, the world’s first 
program to offer a master's and PhD in that field. 


“Qo 


The Sherbrooke Record recently profiled Fine Arts alumnus and 
multimedia artist Eva Quintas. Four of her portrait collages from 
a series of work she developed during a recent sojourn in Mexico 
will be on display at Art Sutton until April 16. Quintas was award- 
ed an artistic residency in Mexico by the Quebec Art Council in 
2004, and recently received a grant to do work with Canada’s First 
Nations. She is also the founder and artistic director of Agence 
TOPO, an artist-run multimedia centre. 
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Appointment: Guy Dumas 


Guy Dumas has been appointed 
Chief of Staff to the President, 
beginning March 15 

He will be responsible for the 
organization and management of 
the President's Office and 
Executive Group, ensuring effec- 
tive communication between the 
Office of the President and key 
university structures. 





FANSTOMONSOG MIXONY 


Guy Dumas 


Dumas will also provide strate- 
gic advice to the President, antici- 
pate important issues, problems 
and complex situations facing the 
President and the university, pro- 
vide critical analysis and prompt 
solutions, and ensure the optimal 
planning and organization of the 
President's time and functions. 


Appointment: 


Garry Milton has been appointed 
Director, Office of Research, 
effective April 3. Milton has had a 
long career at Concordia. 

Since June 1996, he has served 
as Executive Director of the 
President’s Cabinet and from 
June 1994 to May 1996, he was 
Executive Assistant to the Rector 
and Director, Institutional Plan- 
ning and Research. 

Before his duties in the Office 
of the President, he was Director, 
Institutional Planning and Re- 
search, and Assistant Director, 
Institutional Planning. 

He held various administrative 


“The Chief of Staff will be a key 
position in my cabinet; President 
Lajeunesse said, announcing the 
appointment. 

“I am pleased that Guy has 
agreed to join us, and I am confi- 
dent that he brings the experi- 
ence, wise counsel and leadership 
that are needed in this position’? 

Dumas was a senior manage- 
ment counsel with major corpora- 
tions in Canada, Europe and the 
United States. He began his career 
with Booz Allen & Hamilton 
(Chicago). 

He was director of management 
development with International 
Paper (New York), and a senior proj- 
ect director with the International 
Labor Organization in Geneva. 

More recently, he ran Guy 
Dumas & Associates, and was a 
senior partner with Mercer (New 
York) and Towers Perrin. 

Over the years, he taught man- 
agement at HEC and Université de 
Sherbrooke’s MBA programs, as 
well as entrepreneurship at 
Bishop's University. 

He holds a master’s in manage- 
ment science from the Université 
de Montréal (1966) and a doctor- 
ate in management from Indiana 
University(1968). 

Welcome to Concordia, Guy. 


Garry Milton 


and management positions in 
Computing Services and the 
Office of the Vice-Rector and 
Principal, Loyola, beginning in 
1972. 

President Claude Lajeunesse 
said, “I am pleased that Garry 
Milton will be bringing his expe- 
rience, talent and leadership to 
support our research efforts.’ 

Provost Martin Singer and 
Vice-Provost Truong Vo-Van also 
expressed their pleasure. 

“Garry's profound knowledge 
of the institution and experience 
in strategic planning will be 
invaluable,’ Singer said. 


Appointment: Tanya Churchmuch 


Tanya Churchmuch has been 
appointed Senior Media Relations 
Advisor, starting March 29. She 
will report to Christine Mota, 
Director of Media Relations. 

Tanya will work to increase the 
university's visibility in the media 
by analyzing the communication 
needs of units, projects, and uni- 
versity-wide activities. 

She has been a reporter and 
anchor at Global Television 
Quebec since 1998. She previously 
worked at the Weather Network 
and MIX96 FM in Montreal, and as 


a freelance journalist, producer 
and consultant. 

She served five years as presi- 
dent and national spokesperson of 
Reporters Without Borders 
Canada. 


She holds a Graduate Diploma 


in Journalism from Concordia 
University, and has BA in Political 
Science (with Distinction) from 
McGill University. 

We join John Parisella, Special 
Communications Advisor to the 
President, in welcoming Tanya to 
Concordia. 





FANSTOMON8OO MIYGNY 


St. Patrick 
brightens 
McConnell 
atrium 


Everyone's Irish on St. Patrick's 
Day, so President Claude Lajeunesse 
invited the Concordia community to 
join him for coffee, cookies and live 
Irish music on March 17 in the atrium 
of the J.W. McConnell building. 

Joining him in a bit of a jig in the 
photo at left are (centre) Brent 
Gerchicoff, president of the 
Concordia Irish Society, and Michael 
Kenneally, Director of the Centre for 


_ Canadian Irish Studies (right). 


Also on hand were Courtney 
Elizabeth Mullins, the Queen of the St. 
Patrick's Day Parade, her princesses, 
Irishman of the Year Peter Howlett, 
former Queen of the Parade and 
current Concordia student Stephanie 
Glezos, and members of the 
Concordia Irish Society. 


Research tutorial helps students avoid potential traps 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 

a final paper. Each subject is sub- 
divided into sections, which 
include pop-up activities, exam- 
ples and tips. 

Students can learn how to 
identify issues that appeal to 
them within professor-defined 
subjects, or how to narrow their 
interests when they are expected 
to develop their own topic. 
Similarly, they can learn what 
sources offer information surveys 
and where partisan coverage is 
likely to turn up. 

The library offers a series of on- 
site workshops at the start of 
each fall and winter semester. 
These workshops help students 
access different materials, or use 
specialized databases. “The tuto- 
rial reinforces that information, 
and students can fall back on it 
afterwards,’ Labelle said. 

Info Research 101 is the third 
iteration of the tool that the 
working group developed. 
Previous versions were too con- 
tent-heavy and not interactive. 
“Students feel encouraged with 
this version’ 

The tutorial is “part of a larger 
information literacy initiative 


which we would like to see across 
the university.’ 

Librarians try to connect to the 
classroom in various ways. 
Professors receive the bibliofile 
newsletter, which reports on new 
programs and tools the library 
has available. Subject librarians 
work within related faculties and 
departments and offer single 
class workshops for interested 
professors tailored to meet the 
needs of that class. 

The libraries also organize pre- 
sentations to new faculty as they 
arrive. They collaborate with 
Counselling and Development, 
the New Student Programme, the 
Office for Students with 
Disabilities and the International 
Students Office to promote effec- 
tive information-gathering and 
research to students. 

Labelle concedes that these 
efforts are still hit and miss. If stu- 
dents don’t sign up for work- 
shops, or click on the tutorial link, 
they are on their own. 

The working group would like 
to further integrate information 
research into the curriculum by 
requiring library workshops or 
modules for all disciplines or by 


Correction 


In our article about Terry Byrnes’ photos of writers VJournal, 


March 9), we said that Signature Editions, which published 
Susan Gillis’s books, is the poetry imprint of Montreal's Véhicule 
Press. Not true; that would be Signal. Signature is a Winnipeg- 
based publisher. 
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making research skills acquisi- 
tion the primary criteria of cer- 
tain courses. Exit exams on 
research skills could also be inte- 
grated into programs. 

Until then, Labelle hopes more 
professors will point students’ 
cursors toward Info Research 101 
by providing a link on their syl- 
labi, a link now available conti- 
nent-wide on the PRIMO site. 


L 
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Concordia becomes 
official home of IPSA 


ALLISON MARTENS 





After more than 50 years without 
a permanent home, the 
Secretariat of the International 
Political Science Association 
(IPSA) now has one, in 
Concordia’s Samuel Bronfman 
House on Dr. Penfield Ave. 

Members of the university 
administration and IPSA repre- 
sentatives from around the world 
gathered at Concordia on March 
13 for the inauguration ceremo- 
ny, which featured a ribbon-cut- 
ting ceremony and a lecture by 
eminent political scientist 
Robert Keohane. 

Keohane, winner of the 2005 
Johann Skytte Prize — the equiva- 
lent of a Nobel Prize in the politi- 
cal science realm — spoke about 
global anti-U.S. sentiment, the 
numerous forms it takes, and its 
implications for America’s future 
to a crowd of nearly 650. 

He is the world’s leading schol- 
ar in the realist school of thought, 
which dictates that relations 
between countries are always 
influenced more by individual 
interests than a desire to work 
together. He is an advocate of “soft 
power, the use of means other 
than brute force to encourage 
interstate cooperation. 

Max Kaase is the president of 
IPSA and vice-president of the 
International University Bremen 
in Germany. Before Keohane’s lec- 
ture, Kaase said there were many 
reasons why IPSAs executive 
committee unanimously chose to 
base it here. 

“Montreal is a beautiful city. It 
has many universities and many 
students,’ as well as a rich cultur- 
al heritage, he said. “It also has 
Guy Lachapelle” 

Since he became general secre- 
tary of IPSA in 2001, Lachapelle, a 
professor in Concordia’s Depart- 
ment of Political Science, has 
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The Concordia community was 


| saddened to hear of the death 





recently of one of its most com- 
mitted supporters, Harriet 
Gold. 

Two years ago, Abe and 
Harriet Gold helped establish 


| 24 graduate awards, including 


worked assiduously to root the 
organization in Montreal. It has 
previously been situated in Paris, 
Brussels, Ottawa, Oslo and Dublin. 

“In the end, it was not difficult 
to sell the committee on Montreal 
and on Concordia,’ Lachapelle 
said. “They knew the strength of 
our political science community 
and of our university” 

He noted that Montreal's bilin- 
gual and cosmopolitan character 
were two great assets, and said 
“there is a great tradition of 
Canada, Quebec, and Montreal 
being associated with IPSA’? 

Montreal hosted the organiza- 
tion's 1973 World Congress, and 
Quebec City the 2000 edition, 
which attracted more than 1,800 
participants from 73 countries. 

IPSA was founded in 1949 in the 
wake of the Second World War, 
and operates under the auspices 
of the United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organiza- 
tion (UNESCO). 

Its goal is to bring together 


Guy Lachapelle (left) participates in the International Political Science 


scholars and students, and to fos- 
ter tolerance, respect and a broad- 
er understanding of political 
issues. Its membership numbers 
in the thousands and includes stu- 
dents, individuals and political 
science associations. For more 
information, visit www.ipsa.ca 

“This is something we can all be 
proud of, because as a university 
located in a booming city centre, 
with a campus that is so politi- 
cized, we realize part of our mis- 
sion is to be relevant to the com- 
munity; said Concordia President 
Claude Lajeunesse. One way to do 
so is to host an international 
organization like IPSA, and to help 
promote its activities, he said. 

Lachapelle said the office will 
be a resource centre where gradu- 
ate students can arrange intern- 
ships and the public can peruse 
IPSAs review of political science 
publications — the world’s largest 
— or its own extensive archives. 
“This will all be accessible at 
Concordia now: 
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Association ribbon-cutting ceremony with IPSA President Max Kaase and 
President of Montreal International Marc G. Fortier. 


MEMORIAM 


Harriet Gold 


11 scholarships, named for 
leaders of the community. 

The Golds were responsible 
for a series of generous endow- 
ments now referred to as the Abe 
and Harriet Gold Scholarship 
Bank. They also financed the 
Bruno J. Pateras Internship in 


Arts Administration. 

Harriet Gold was a strong sup- 
porter of the work of Governor 
Emeritus Leonard Ellen. Her 
efforts on behalf of Concordia 
will not be forgotten, and we 
extend our sympathies to the 
family. 
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SENATE NOTES 


A regular meeting of Senate held March 17, 2006 


Curriculum: Vice-Provost Academic Programs Danielle Morin rec- 
ommended changes in the calculations of the Cumulative and 
Graduate GPAs. She cited a lack of consistency on how to caluclate 
both grades for repeat courses in these GPAs, even within some fac- 
ulties. The Academic Programs Committee recommended counting 
only the final grade attained in repeated courses in both these GPAs. 
There was much discussion on the impact of this decision on stu- 
dents who do not repeat courses and the purpose of the GPA before 
the motion passed almost unanimously. 


The committee to establish minimum scores for iBTOEFL presented 
its recommendations. This newly developed internet-based test of 
English as a Foreign Language is used to determine entry for interna- 
tional students. Since the test has changed considerably since its pre- 
vious iteration, the committee conducted a series of workshops and 
discussions. The committee recommended a minimum admission 
standard of 75 out of a possible 120, with a discretionary unpublished 
range of five points below and the possibility of individual faculties, 
departments and programs to establish higher minimums. The over- 
all impact of this decision will be reviewed in about three years. This 
recommendation was accepted after some discussion. 


Centre for Diversity: Based on discussions held at the Arts and 
Science, Fine Arts and John Molson School of Business Faculty 
Councils, Dr. Jack Lightstone proposed the establishment of a 
Concordia Institute for Cultural and Social Diversity by Jan. 2007. 
Acknowledging concerns expressed in Arts and Science Faculty 
Council, a steering committee will determine the initial direction and 
modalities of operation of the Centre, paying particular attention to 
its relationship with the planned Center for the Humanities. The 
establishment of the centre, in consultation with all concerned facul- 
ties, was approved. 


School of General Studies: Academic Provost Martin Singer tabled 
a far-ranging document that describes a school intended to bring 
together all students with marginal status (because they are taking 
distance courses, continuing education courses, have no home facul- 
ty as mature, independent or visiting students or have conditional 
status). Singer pointed out that these students represent half of all 
registered students. Through the school, students could obtain aca- 
demic advising and support services. It would also serve to standard- 
ize a variety of non-credit courses available through eConcordia or 
elsewhere by giving the faculties direct input in course design and 
standards. Stressing that the document was intended as a blueprint 
for discussion, and that neither the name of the school nor its staffing 
needs were carved in stone, Singer presented the proposal as a sup- 
port tool for at-risk’ students, a recruitment opportunity for new stu- 
dents and a way to rededicate Concordia to its long-standing tradi- 
tion of providing access to education. 


Those present voted to pursue the program through discussions in 
the various faculties and possibly other unions and associations as 
appropriate. 


Search Committees: The President reported that the search for a 
VP Research and Graduate Studies is going well. 


Provost Singer reported that the search for a new Dean of the JMSB 
was underway. An open meeting for any JMSB students, staff or fac- 
ulty who would like to express their concerns or comments to the 
search committee will be held April 6 at 9:30 a.m. in the DeSéve 
Cinema. 


Engineering and Computer Science Dean Nabil Esmail announced 
that Behzad Akbarpour, under the supervision of Sofiéne Tahar, had 
been awarded the NSERC doctoral prize for Electrical Engineering. 


Registrar Linda Healey announced that the deadline for nominations 
for the university's non-academic student medals is March 31. 


The next meeting will take place on April 7, 2006. 
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Fashion boot camp pays huge dividends 


ALLISON MARTENS 





Hundreds of fashion addicts came 
to see the latest spring designs 
during the CASACares fashion 
show, which raised thousands of 
dollars for the Montreal Children’s 
Hospital Foundation. 

For the fourth annual edition, 
the fundraising arm of the 
Commerce and Administration 
Students’ Association pulled 
together over a dozen of fashion’s 
biggest names including Diesel, 
Miss Sixty, Muse, Bertoni and 
Montreal's own Fairyesque for the 
March 16 show at Marché 
Bonsecours. 

Models strutted and shimmied 
down the runway to a soundtrack 
of rock, electro and soul. Those in 
the front rows couldn't resist mov- 
ing to the beat while watching the 
cavalcade of jeans, formalwear 
and swimsuits. 

The lingerie segment was likely 
the house favourite, with the girls 
decked out in La Senza and the 
boys in JM creations. In reference 
to the televised Victoria's Secret 
shows, many of the young women 
sported billowy angel wings. 

Top trends for the upcoming 
season included punchy colours 
like peach and coral, fatigued cam- 
ouflage and metallic accessories. 

“Tt was beautiful, very well done 
and well organized. The models 


were gorgeous and the music 
incredible. It made you want to 
dance; said Cheria Kyres, a profes- 
sional event planner who came to 
see a friend model. 

She attended with Justin 
Muzaula, a Concordia political 
science student. “The level of pro- 
fessionalism was quite impres- 
sive,’ he said. 

“It looks like what you see on TV’ 

More than 40 Concordia stu- 
dents entered modelling boot- 
camp last January. With the assis- 
tance of an agency, they spent two 
hours each weekend learning how 
to walk and pose like the pros. 

As for designer talent, Dilani 
Silva, Director of Corporate and 
Public Relations for CASACares, 
said they had zero problems get- 
ting the best on board. "Theyd 
never heard of anything like it: It’s 
more than a fashion show; she 
said. 

The event included a silent auc- 
tion in the VIP lounge, where 
guests sipped cocktails while bid- 
ding on clothing from featured 
designers, Dior sunglasses, and 
two round-trip tickets anywhere 
in North America from Air 
Canada. 

It also featured performances, 
from gravity-defying breakdanc- 
ing to a sexy burlesque number. 

Many of the designers attended, 
and Silva said they were 





The CASACares committee celebrates at the end of the organization's fourth annual fashion show, which bene- 
fited the Montreal Children’s Hospital Foundation. Last year's edition raised $10,000. 


impressed. “One of them actually 
came backstage after the show 
and said “We need to hire you, you 
really did justice to our brand;” 
Silva said. 

Many members of the 
CASACares committee have expe- 
rience in the fashion industry, 
which also helps give them the 
credibility to put on a show of this 


magnitude, Silva said. 

Organizing it took the better part 
of six months and meant several 
sleepless nights for all involved. 
“We were pushing our homework 
to late at night, “ Silva said. 

All proceeds go to the pet thera- 
py program at the Children’s, 
which helps alleviate the impact 
of hospitalization upon children 


by bringing a dog to visit them 
once a week. 

“For these children, to be able to 
pet the dog, feed the dog, and to 
watch it do tricks means the world 
to them? said Helen Magdalinos, a 
Child Life Specia-list at the 
Children’s. 

“And your support means the 
world to us.” 


Art Matters on stage as well as in galleries and other venues 


Manc Losier 





From pimple-faced pirates dab- 
bling in taxidermy to absurd 
Euro-esque puppeteers, 2006's 
Loyola Theatre Festival, Beyond 
Blood & Bra Straps, staged an 
amusing array of work from 
March 9 to 12 in the F.C. Smith 
lobby and auditorium and the 
Cazelet Theatre. 

Though this was the theatre 
festival's fourth year, it was the 
first time it had been part of the 
student-organized Art Matters 
festival. 

In past years, the theatre festi- 
val comprised student-initiated 
project assignments (SIPA) done 
for credit by Theatre students. 
Due to the new partnership how- 
ever, Art Matters performers 
worked alongside SIPA perform- 
ers. 
Second-year theatre student 
Katharine Childs co-produced 
Beyond Blood & Bra Straps with 
longtime friend and second-year 
political science and theatre stu- 


dent Angela Potvin. 

“When the positions of student 
producers were introduced, we 
suggested that we ought to be the 
Art Matters curators for the 
space as well? Childs said. 

Though there could have been 
ego trouble, the performers cre- 
ated a delightful, enthusiastic 
atmosphere for everybody. Each 
show was directed, produced and 
written or adapted by theatre stu- 
dents, 

Potvin gave credit for the pro- 
fessionalism and work ethic 
demonstrated by the students to 
the faculty. Their expertise makes 
working with them “pretty 
incredible — and they aren't 
going to coddle you because 
youre a student” 

Roughly 30 performers applied 
in the fall through Art Matters to 
work on Beyond Blood & Bra 
Straps. In January, Childs and 
Potvin picked seven acts. 

Reverse Momentary Switch, a 
multimedia-infused musical cir- 
cus by Flynt Annis and Ember 


Williams, was an example of the 
diversity created by the bond 
between Theatre and Art 
Matters. 

“It gave us access to a larger 
pool of performers, which in turn 
meant more dynamism in the 
venue, as well as more people 


coming to see the shows. Also, 
the exposure for the department 
shows by being a part of Art 
Matters was great; Childs said. 
The insane Poppin’ Poppy Cock 
Puppeteers, a European-influ- 
enced puppet show, kept every- 
body in the F.C. Smith Lobby 





The Poppin’ Poppy Cock Puppeteers entertained theatre goers. 
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cackling, 

Desdemona: A Play About a 
Handkerchief featured witty 
exchanges between a housewife, 
a foul-mouthed prostitute and a 
disapproving maid. 

The hilarious Jmprovised Soap 
Opera Collective, made up of the- 
atre students Jillian Larkin, 
Aimee Ambroziak, Nem Jevtovic 
and John McNeish-Hastings, used 
a “suggestion bowl? 

Audience members could_trig- 
ger subject matter with words or 
one-liners on bits of paper as 
members of Soap Opera random- 
ly fished them out and integrated 
them into their performance. A 
five-minute discourse on the pre- 
viously mentioned pimple-faced 
pirates practicing taxidermy 
ensued. 

Hastings said audiences are 
intrigued by the ploy because “it 
adds an extra element of danger” 

No word yet on whether this 
apparently successful collabora- 
tion between SIPA and Art 
Matters will become a fixture. 
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Filmmakers excel at Rendez-vous 


Short films have a big impact 


ALLISON MARTENS 





Three young filmmakers recog- 
nized for their films at the 24th 
annual Rendez-vous du cinéma 
québecois developed their com- 
mand of celluloid at Concordia’s 
Mel Hoppenheim School of 
Cinema. 

Eduardo Menz accepted the 
Prix de la creation artistique du 
Conseil des arts et des lettres du 
Québec for best experimental 
work for Las Mujeres de Pinochet 
(Pinochet's Women). 

Myriam Magassouba, a current 
student, shared the directing 
credits and the Prix Pierre et 
Yolanda Perrault for best docu- 
mentary for Sur le quai de la gare, 
while recent graduate Simone 
Rapisarda got a Special Mention 
in the category for best student 
work for Open Sea. 

“The jury chose my film 
because they said it ‘seduced us: 
They liked a lot of the formal 
aspects, how I juxtaposed sound, 
images and subtitles to create it? 
Menz said. He has also screened 
the film at festivals in Los 
Angeles, Toronto and Aix-en- 


Provence, France. 

The 12-minute-long Mujeres 
tackles the issue of class in 
Chilean society. Menz alternates 
two feminine icons — one a beau- 
ty queen, the other a student 
activist — to examine the differing 
roles and expectations for 
women during the brutal dicta- 
torship of Augusto Pinochet in 
the 1980s. 

For Menz, the project is tinged 
with personal memories. His par- 
ents are Chilean, and came to 
Canada to avoid persecution for 
their political beliefs. 

“As a kid, I would always watch 
videos about Chile. Now, 15 years 
later, I look at the same images 
and they trigger memories of my 
childhood, of what was going on 
in our ‘other home.” 

A few years ago, Simone 
Rapisarda was working in his 
native Italy as a photographer 
and in Spain as software develop- 
er on a program that filmmakers 
use to edit their masterpieces. 
Now, he uses the program to cre- 
ate his own. 

“All my experimentation with 
computers and still photography 


was leading me to work with 
moving images. So was my fasci- 
nation with inventing stories, 
said Rapisarda, who is particu- 
larly fond of children’s stories. 

He describes Open Sea as 
“magical surrealism, about an 
old man who recounts the tale of 
an unnaturally severe flood in his 
high-rise building when he was a 
child. As the water rises, so do 
the number of uninvited guests 
who seek refuge in his family’s 
apartment. 

“He remembers the events that 
led him to realize that he had to 
live his own life and leave his 
family when he was only 10 years 
old, regardless of how much he 
loved them” 

The Rendez-vous festival 
showcases the créme de la creme 
of the dynamic Québecois film 
industry, and took place Feb. 16 
to 26 in Montreal, and Feb. 20 to 
26 in Quebec City. 

Of the 190 films that screened 
at this year’s event, 45 were the 
work of students, alumni or 
instructors at the Mel 
Hoppenheim School of Cinema. 

You can catch Eduardo Menz's 
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Simone Rapisarda. Myriam Magassouba and Eduardo Menz stick close to 


the tools of their trade. 


Las Mujeres de Pinochet as part of 
an exhibit titled The Only Way 
Out is In. It is showing now until 
April 15 at the Leonard and Bina 
Ellen Art Gallery in the J.W. 
McConnell Library Building, 
1400 de Maisonneuve Blvd. W. 
The gallery is also presenting two 
other shows of material in its per- 


manent collection. 

You can see Open Sea on March 
26, and meet the filmmaker, too. 
The second annual Alumni/Art 
Matters Film and Video Festival 
offers a selection of the best 
shorts by Concordia students 
and alumni in the J.A. DeSéve 
Cinema, from 1 to 5 p.m. 


Abstract art-and-music pas de deux wins a Genie 


BARBARA BLACK 


Chris Hinton’s latest film, cNote, is 
an explosion of colour and spiky, 
dynamic modern music. 

A National 
Canada production, it just won a 
Genie in the Best Animated Short 
category. In fact, cNote echoes the 
great Norman McLaren, who also 
animated modern music. 

“The film stemmed from my 





Film Board of 


interest in contemporary music,’ 
Hinton said in an interview. “This 
music is what people are writing, 
and animators are not using it? 

He asked Montreal composer 
Michael Oesterte to write a piece 
with no restrictions whatever. “I 
didn’t want him to think about 
characters, timing — anything” 
He didn’t even want to like the 
piece, just to create animation as 
its counterpoint. 


A frame from cNote, created by Chris Hinton of the Mel Hoppenheim 
School of Cinema. The film recently won a Genie for Best Animated Short. 


The result is that “I can control 
your eye. I can set up an otherwise 
insignificant sound. With the ani- 
mation, youre listening to a differ- 
ent piece of music. 

Hinton has created over a 
dozen films, including Blackfly 
(1991), which was nominated for 
an Oscar. He has taught for many 
years in the Mel Hoppenheim 
School of Cinema, and is now 
using his animation in experi- 
mental work with dancers. 

Another Genie winner was 
Louise Archambault, who earned 
both her BFAand MFA at 
Concordia. She got the Claude 
Jutra Award, given for the best 
first feature film, for Familia, a 
drama about two women and 
their daughters. 

Meanwhile, Matthew Swan-son, 
a graduate of the Mel Hoppenheim 
School of Cinema, has won two 
awards in the U.S. for his short film, 
Hiro. Back in February, he won the 
audience award at the Slamdance 
film festival in Utah. Last week he 
picked up the jury award at the 





Animator Chris Hinton and NFB producer Michael Fukushima accept their 
Genie on March 13 at the gala presentation in Toronto. 


South by Southwest festival in 
Austin, Texas. 

Hiro germinated while Swanson 
was still a Concordia student in 
2002. It’s described as “a fast- 
paced and witty film about a 
Japanese entomologist, a rare bee- 


tle, a girl and a couple of thugs” 
The film is in Japanese, 

although Swanson doesn't speak 

the language. “Directing in a lan- 


guage you don't understand is lib- 
erating; Swanson told The 
Gazette's John MacFarlane. 
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A woman of words for the City of Words 


IRENE CASELLI 





For Ingrid Bejerman, the youngest 
full-time member of the 
Journalism Department, good 
writing, inspired conversations 
and red wine are the essentials of 
life. 

There is nothing that she enjoys 
more than indulging in informal 
discussions about literature with 
an interesting crowd, she said in 
an interview, and she makes no 
secret of it. But behind her joking 
and relaxed attitude lie years of 
hard work and an agenda full of 
contacts from around the 
Americas. 

Bejerman decided to become a 
journalist when she was 14, as she 
was growing up in Brazil. Raised in 
a multilingual environment — she 
spoke Spanish at home with her 
Argentinian parents, English at her 
international school and 
Portuguese in the streets — natu- 
rally she was attracted to 
Montreal. 

She moved to Quebec and com- 
pleted an undergraduate degree in 
journalism and communications 
and another in French studies at 
Concordia. 


She then returned to South 
America, where she worked at a 
major daily in Brazil, at the 
Foundation for a New Iberian- 
American Journalism in Colombia, 
an organization founded and 
presided by author Gabriel Garcia 
Marquez, and at the University of 
Guadalajara, Mexico. 

Year after year her work has 
focused on trying to bridge the gap 
between the academic world and 
journalism. 

Since she joined the staff at 
Concordia last September, Bejer- 
man, now 31, has concentrated on 
giving journalism students the 
theoretical background they need 
to back up their trade. 

“Journalism is the best profes- 
sion in the world? she said. “But 
one needs the critical skills provid- 
ed by the academic background in 
order to be truly professional? 

Although she considers herself 
more of a product of McGill 
University - where she concluded 
an MA and is now working on her 
PhD thesis in communication 
studies - Bejerman said she is 
honoured to be working with 
some of her ex-teachers. 

“It is a good department; she 





Journalism professor Ingrid Bejerman brings thought and experience to 


the Blue Metropolis Festival. 


said of journalism at Concordia. 
“There is a good mix of theory and 
practice, and everybody is always 
busy producing something” 


When she is not explaining the 
work of philosopher Michel 
Foucault at the Loyola campus, 
replying to her students’ emails, 
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working on her thesis or teaching 
her weekly aerobics classes, she 
helps organize the Blue Metropolis 
literary festival. 

The event, which sees the par- 
ticipation of renowned interna- 
tional writers, is one of Bejerman’s 
favourite times of the year. “I plan 
my academic year around it; she 
said. 

She has been involved in the 
programming committee since 
2003, and she loves every aspect of 
it. With lectures and conversations 
held in at least 14 languages, the 
event is truly multilingual. 
Because it is not a book fair where 
authors go mainly to sell their 
books, visitors as well as writers 
participate to discuss literature. 

And there's more to it too: “We 
all love good wine there’ 

Blue Metropolis started in 1999, 
developing from an earlier literary 
event co-founded by Linda Leith, a 
part-time teacher a the English 
Department. This year’s program 
includes, among others, St. Lucia- 
born Derek Walcott, recipient of 
the 1992 Nobel Prize in literature. 

The City of Words takes place 
April 5 to 9. For the full program, 
visit www.blue-met-bleu.com 


Judges benefit from Cont Ed program to improve their English 


Twelve judges from across Quebec 
are at Concordia this week for an 
intensive course in conversational 
English, thanks to a pilot program 
between Continuing Education 
and the Conseil de la magistrature 
de Québec. 

The 12 judges come from 
Montreal, Amos, Rouyn-Noranda, 
Rimouski, St. Jerome and Granby, 
and from various kinds of 


A me XN 


Short-story writer Steven Heighton, novelists Golda Fried and Anita Rau Badami and poet Susan Gillis discussed 


the role of research in the creative process as part of a professional development forum for creative writing stu- 


dents on March 17. 


law,:civil, criminal, and youth. 

Jean-Pierre Marcotte, the secre- 
tary of the council, said it’s the first 
time English-language courses 
have been given at a university. 

“While this is no doubt the 
province where the need for bilin- 
gualism is the most likely to be 
found, the frequency of use of the 
English language varies from one 
region to the next. 


' 


“It is important for the judges to 
have access to programs adapted 
to their needs, both for learning 
the language as well as for main- 
taining their language skills” 

The Conseil hired AnneMarie 
Taravella, who is finishing a mas- 
ter's in translation, to organize the 
courses with Continuing Education. 

Academic Coordinator Charles 
Brown designed a self-assessment 
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questionnaire to determine the 
language capabilities of each par- 
ticipant and probe their expecta- 
tions of the training. He designed a 
32.5-hour course, which is being 
taught by ESL instructor Patricia 
Tokai March 20 to 24 from 9 to 5 
p.m. every day. 

Maureen Habib, the administra- 
tor of the Language Institute in 
Continuing Education, was pleased 


about the initiative, saying, “It is a 
pilot project we hope will recur’ 
The method used will be the 
“communicative method” used for 
all the Language Institute's cours- 
es, but with a difference, Habib 
said. “A special course book has 
been prepared which includes 
such topics as gun control, justice, 
and the right to die” 
BARBARA BLACK 


Finding the right words 


Several writers passed their wis- 
dom on to fledgling scribes dur- 
ing the Creative Writing pro- 
gram’s professional development 
day on March 17. 

Four authors (see caption) 
spoke about how they integrate 
research into their work. For her 
upcoming book, Can You Hear the 
Nightbird Call?, Anita Rau 
Badami had to search for details 
about the Air India bombing and 
the social and political climate in 
India in the mid-80s. 

Even though the narrative is 
fictitious, “There are some facts 
you simply can't fudge or fiddle 
with; she said. 


“T actually got into fiction writ- 
ing and poetry because I hate 
research, Heighton said. But 
while trying to find inspiration 
for his own book set in the arctic, 
he stumbled across a book by a 
man who had once been stuck 
upon an ice floe with 18 other 
people. 

“The main research became 
finding rifts and cracks in his 
narrative that I could wedge my 
own into’ 

CBC Radio One recorded the 
session. It will be aired on its 
Saturday show, Cing a Six, in 
April. 

ALLISON MARTENS 


Using gray matter: 
Kids get past ‘Ew’ 


ALLISON MARTENS 





“If youre good, and listen well, we 
happen to have a real cow’s brain 
that we just might let you touch 
later” 

This proposition, made by mas- 
ter’s student Jonathan Santo, may 
not appeal to you. But it was more 
than ample for 60 boisterous sixth 
graders at LaSalle Elementary 
Senior School. 

“Ewww'’ they roared, in a burst 
of excited chatter. “Gross!” 

Concordia Psychology students 
Santo and Sarah Vannier were 
among a fleet of students from 
Montreal universities who made 
classroom visits in local schools 
to give students the goods on gray 
matter, as part of Brain Awareness 
Week (BAW). 

“Honestly, I love doing these 
presentations,’ said Santo, a five- 
year veteran of the program. “The 
kids love everything: They're so 
open to the experience of learn- 
ing. And who knows? They could 
grow up to be brain researchers’ 

Among other things, the 
LaSalle students learned how 


messages from the brain travel 
throughout the body, about the 
five senses, and the difference 
between the occipital lobe (which 
controls vision) and the hip- 
pocampus (where memories are 
stored). 

They discovered that if all 100 
billion of the brain's cells - called 
neurons — were unravelled and 
placed end to end, they would 
form a line 100 kilometres long. 

When the piéce de resistance - 
the preserved bovine brain - 
came out, so did the rubber gloves 
for a truly hands-on experience. 

Nicole Pindling shied away in 
mock horror before reluctantly 
prodding it with her gloved finger. 
“I thought it would feel like 
spaghetti” she confessed, and 
said she was surprised that it did- 
n't. 

“It looks like it’s going to be 
hard, but it’s just slimy; observed 
Chanprit Jawanda. “But I wonder 
how they get it out of the cow's 
head?” 

Alexandra Monette cut straight 
to the chase. “It’s just nasty! Some 
parts of it were still warm’ 


Vannier said the brain is a 
poignant learning tool for these 
children, “because at this stage, 
their brains are still growing. 
Right now, their brains are about 
the same size as the cow's. 

During the presentation, she 
enlisted the assistance of volun- 
teers to help her perform a series 
of experiments. Students learned 
how the sense of smell affects that 
of taste by noting how Skittles 
candy becomes virtually tasteless 
when they hold their noses. 

When one brave subject was 
gently pricked with two tooth- 
picks spaced about one centime- 
tre apart on the upper arm, lower 
arm and fingertips, Vannier 
explained why he was able to dis- 
cern that there were two separate 
toothpicks only on his fingers. 
“On the upper arm you feel only 
one toothpick, but you felt both in 
your fingertips because there are 
more touch receptors there” 

The elementary school visits 
were only a part of the BAW activ- 
ities that took place from March 
13 to 19. Visits were also made to 
high schools, where students 
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Psychology student Sarah Vannier allows Mariya Turchin, Alexandra 
Monette (seated), Zubda Mir and Nicole Pindling the opportunity to get up 
close and personal with a cow brain. 


learned how drugs affect the 
brain. 
Concordia students also helped 


organize the speaker series, which 
addressed topics such as depres- 
sion and hyperactivity. 





Galapagos Project brings students close to ecosystem 


ALLISON MARTENS 


Many people know the Galapagos 
as the backdrop for Charles 
Darwin's seminal theory on evolu- 
tion. Seven Concordia Biology stu- 
dents recently got a first-hand look 
at the environmental crises facing 


his fabled archipelago. 

“It was like having a museum 
right in front of our eyes. There are 
species there that don't exist any- 
where else in the world, said 
Lawrence Tsang, president of the 
Biology Students Association 
(BSA) and founder of the 


Concordia Galapagos Project. 
Tsang and fellow _ students 
Clemence Larroche, Viktor 
Germanov, Richard Saba, David 
Leroux-Petersen, Wendy MacKer- 
richer and Chad Thompson spent 
nearly three weeks in the 
Ecuadorian isles last month. 
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Concordia Biology students partake in a tour on the island of San Cristobal, where they explored the natural 
habitat and breeding site of the legendary Galapagos tortoises. 


They partnered with the Jatun 
Sacha Foundation, an NGO with 
its own private reserve on the 
island of San Cristobal. Among 
other things, they helped develop 
sustainable farming techniques 
for the indigenous population and 
construct improved living quar- 
ters and laboratories for future vis- 
itors to the reserve. 

Larroche noted the significance 
of the islands, long one of planet's 
greatest biology labs. “It’s the only 
place on earth where 95 per cent 
of its original species are still 
intact’ 

“But the problem with the 
Galapagos is that they're so isolat- 
ed, so most of the species there 
aren't used to competition: This 
makes them very vulnerable, 
Tsang said. 

The islands are heavily depend- 
ent upon the Ecuadorian main- 
land for food and other goods. 
However, shipments often carry 
stowaways like seeds or animals. 
“Every day, a new species is intro- 
duced onto the islands which dis- 
rupts their delicate ecosystems: 

This is why it’s important for 
the indigenous population on the 


islands to try to become as self- 
sufficient as possible in such an 
ecologically sensitive area, he 
added. 

The students’ main task was to 
battle the aggressive Mora berry. 
Introduced to the islands 15 years 
ago by a woman who unwittingly 
brought seeds there from the 
mainland, the tough, thorny plant 
has since become a scourge. 

“They're everywhere on the 
islands and compete with native 
species,’ Tsang said. The students 
cut through the woody stems with 
machetes and pulled the plants 
out by their roots. “And for every 
root that you miss, four new 
plants spring up from it;’ Larroche 
said. 

For this inaugural visit, Tsang 
received funding from the 
Concordia Student Union, the 
Arts and Science Federation of 
Associations and the university 
administration. Participants also 
engaged in other fundraising 
activities. 

Tsang graduates this year, but is 
producing a report to help next 
year's BSA executive continue the 
project. 
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Max Stern art restitution under way 


CHRISTINE MOTA 








At a symposium on March 24 at 
the Musée dart contemporain de 
Montréal, Concordia’s Clarence 
Epstein will announce key find- 
ings in the effort to trace and 
restore works of art lost during 
the Nazi regime. 

A cultural property specialist 
in charge of special projects in 
the Office of the President, 
Epstein has been acting on 
behalf of the executors and bene- 
ficiaries of the estate of promi- 
nent Montreal art dealer and col- 
lector Max Stern. 

Concordia, McGill and Hebrew 
University of Jerusalem are bene- 
ficiaries of the Stern estate. A 
year ago, Concordia publicly 
committed to seeking restitution 
of the art holdings that were 
either confiscated from Stern by 
the Nazis or sold by force in the 
1930s. 

Epstein, who is heading the 
restitution project, said the 


executors of the estate intend to 
use the extent of their resources 
to pursue the restitution of the 
missing property. 

“Since Dr. Stern's death in 1987, 
the executors of his estate have 
distributed hundreds of works of 
art and tens of millions of dollars 
to universities and museums 
worldwide; he said. 

Epstein’ will make his 
announcement at the inaugural 
Max and Iris Stern International 
Symposium, whose theme, Arts 
of Memory, will focus on ideolog- 
ical movements in Germany dur- 
ing the twentieth century. 

In collaboration with the New 
York State Holocaust Claims 
Processing Office (HCPO), the 
Art Loss Register in London and 
the National Gallery of Canada 
Archives, Epstein can confirm 
that more than 40 works of art in 
public and private hands have 
been identified as exact matches 
from a group of more than 400 
belonging to Stern. 


Discovered in this initial 
search are important works by 
European masters such as Jan 
Brueghel, Lodovico Carracci, 
Franz Xaver Winterhalter, Emile- 
Vernet Lecomte and Max 
Liebermann. While discussions 
with Christie's, Sotheby's and 
many of the current possessors of 
these works is moving forward, 
the estate are about to start legal 
proceedings regarding one paint- 
ing located in Rhode Island. 

Many of these 40 works have 
been offered on the market in the 
last two decades by the same 15 
auction houses, most of them 
located in Germany. Over the 
next few weeks, the HCPO will 
request their assistance in mak- 
ing contact with the last known 
possessors of these paintings. 

A list of all Stern works in 
question will also be circulated 
to select members of the art 
trade and museums across 
Germany. 

Next fall, the university will 





Allegory of Earth and Fire, an oil painting by the Dutch master Jan Brueghel 
(1568-1625), is one of the works that is being pursued as part of the Max 


Stern Art Restitution Project. 


launch a travelling exhibition 
and publication on the infamous 
1937 forced sale of Stern paint- 
ings at Lempertz auction house 
in Cologne, and will participate 


in an international lecture series 
on issues surrounding Nazi loot- 
ing, forced liquidation and stolen 
art organized with the Montreal 
Holocaust Memorial Centre. 





Art students occupy the VA Building fourth floor 
not for protest, but for large scale production 


ROBERT WINTERS 





When the Faculty of Fine Arts 
moved several departments to 
the new EV Building, the fourth 
floor of the Visual Arts Building 
was left empty — but not for long. 

The empty spaces were 
turned over temporarily to 
Painting and Drawing students, 
who staked out their claims in a 
land-rush flurry, then started 
working harder than ever. Their 
veritable renaissance of vibrant 
art-making that has caught 
even seasoned professors by 
surprise. 

Francois Morelli, coordinator 
of the Painting and Drawing pro- 
gram, appreciates the explosion 
of art-making since undergradu- 
ate students suddenly had extra 
space. 

The recent show of “stunning” 
undergraduate work at the high- 
profile Art Mar gallery provided a 
powerful showcase for this new 
vibrancy, Morelli said in an inter- 
view. Work in the show was 
selected by a jury of faculty mem- 
bers. 

Kate Puxley, a final-year Studio 
Arts student, staked out a prime 
corner space on the fourth floor, 
where she has been working con- 
stantly, spurred on by the excite- 


ment of having her own space to 
work in. It’s a luxury she never 
had before, when all the painting 
and drawing students were 
crammed into a few small stu- 
dios on the third floor of the VA 
building. 

When the students requested 


use of the space last fall, Dean of 
Fine Arts Catherine Wild showed 
foresight by allowing it, Morelli 
said. 

“For me, this only reflects the 
age-old relationship visual artists 
have had as real-estate develop- 
ers, and how painting and draw- 


ing as an activity blossoms with 
space — not temporary space, but 
permanent space which a com- 
munity can claim and inhabit? 
Marisa Hoicka, a first-year 
Studio Arts student, said she’s- 
able to work on larger pieces 
than would have been possible in 


Studio Arts student Kate Puxley takes advantage of unused VA Building space to work on one of her projects. 
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the regular painting studios. It 
has also allowed a fertile 
exchange of ideas and tech- 
niques in a non-classroom set- 
ting and franker feedback than in 
class. 

Robin Schurman, a final-year 
Studio Arts student, said she likes 
not having to set up materials 
each time she wants to work. The 
students have created an inviting 
atmosphere that makes every- 
body want to be in their studio 
spaces as much as possible. 
“There are always people here; 
she said. 

Now the students are working 

on organizing a show of their 
work on the fourth floor. When 
classes end, they hope to invite 
the public to see the strong work 
they've been producing in their 
temporary digs. 
“Painting and drawing have 
never died; they have more often 
been physically contained, 
Morelli said. 

Previously, painting and draw- 
ing students were limited to 
about 1.3 square metres of space 
each. 

Morelli said the fourth-floor 
experiment provides “further 
proof that creativity is not neces- 
sarily related to equipment, tech- 
nology and human resources.” 


WHAT'S ON 
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FINE ARTS 


VAV Gallery 
Student-run gallery in the Visual Arts Building, 1395 
René-Lévesque W. Blvd. www.vavgallery.com 


Leonard and Bina Ellen Gallery 
Open Tuesday to Saturday, noon to 6 p.m. LB-165. Free 
admission, wheelchair accessible. Info at ext. 4750. On 
the web, visit ellengallery.concordia.ca 


THE ONLY WAY OUT IS IN 

Until April 14. Annual exhibit of undergraduate work 
organized by the VAV Gallery. Two exhibitions from the 
Permanent Collection will also be presented: 


+ COLLECTION 2: SUR LE VIF 

Photographic works by Tom Gibson and Sam Tata. 
Curated by Nathalie Garneau. The artistic processes of 
two photographers will be examined in relation to his- 
toric developments in individual privacy rights. 

+ CAPSULE 2 

Joanne Tod as seen by Elyse Turcotte. 


FOFA Gallery 
Located in the York Corridor Vitrines on the ground floor 
of the EV Complex, 1515 Ste. Catherine St. W. 


+ MFA PHOTOGRAPHY STUDENT EXHIBITION 

Until April 23. A two-part exhibition of work by the MFA 
Photography Students under the professorship of 
Genevieve Cadieux. 

Art in the Vanier Library 

The Vanier Library's second art exhibition is now on, with 
paintings by Concordia Fine Arts students Nathalie 
Quagliotto, Sylvia Garfield, and Alumni J.F. Biron and 
Shawn Mackniak. The Vanier library enjoins Concordia 
artists to show off their creations! There is an excellent 
exhibition space with display cases for sculptures and 
blank wall for paintings. For more info, email /oyolaarts- 
matters@hotmail.com 

Canadian Centre for Architecture 
The new exhibit 125 Kilos of Books marks the designa- 
tion of Montréal as UNESCO World Book Capital City for 
2005-06. An innovative presentation of rare items from 
the CCA Collection which spans over 500 years, 125 Kilos 
explores the significance of size in relation to the history 
of architectural books. Until April 30. 





OSCAR PETERSON 
CONCERT HALL 


Located at 7141 Sherbrooke St. W. Box office: Monday to 
Friday, 9:30 a.m. to noon, 1:30 to 4:30 p.m., ext. 4848. 
For full listing of events, visit oscar.concordia.ca 


All productions presented by the Department of Music at 
Concordia University. Tickets for events below are $5 
(general admission), or free for students with ID. 


Piano Recital 

Students of Gregory Chaverdian playing classical reper- 
toire. March 26, 7 p.m. 

Jazz Orchestra 

The premiere of the Bill Evans Project by the Little Big 
Band. Compositions written by the pianist. Directed by 
Gary Schwartz. March 30 at 8 p.m. 

Jazz Choir 

Students directed by Jeri Brown, works by Tadd 
Dameron, Duke Ellington, John Lennon and Paul 
McCartney, plus African Dreams Suite, an original com- 
position by John Winiarz. April 6 at 8 p.m. 





MEETINGS & EVENTS 


Cinema Politica 
Screening starts at 7:30 p.m. and take place in H-110. 
For more info, visit www.cinemapolitica.org 


+ THE WEATHER UNDERGROUND 

March 27. A feature-length documentary that explores 
the rise and fall of American radical movement The 
Weather Underground. Former members speak candid- 
ly about the idealistic passion that drove them to bring 
the Vietnam War home and the trajectory that placed 
them on the FBI’s most wanted list. 


Development Conference 

Concordia’s School of Community and Public Affairs and 
Observatoire des Amériques de IUQAM will co-host a 
public, bilingual conference on “Socio-Environmental 
Conflicts and Self-Determination — Development 
Issues on the American Continent.” March 23 at UQAM, 
March 24 at Concordia’s JA DeSéve Cinema. For details, 
go to ccdhal.org 


Arab-Israeli Dialogue Group 

A moderated discussion between Israelis and Arabs to 
discuss varying perspectives on current events in the 
Middle East. March 25 from 4-6 p.m. in H-427. 
Sponsored by the Arab Student Association. 


ENCS Career Fair 

Career and Placement Services (Counselling and 
Development) presents the Spring 2006 edition of the 
Engineering and Computer Science Career Fair. March 
30, 10 a.m. — 4 p.m. on the second floor of the EV 
Building. For more info, visit caps.concordia.ca 


Turning Down the Heat 

As part of the Sustainable Business Conference, 
Sustainable Concordia presents this NFB film that trav- 
els the world showcasing practical and economically 
viable solutions to climate change. March 30, from 
12:30 p.m.-3 p.m. in H-110. 


Peace & Conflict Resolution 
Lecture and Film Series 

The Concordia Peace and Conflict Resolution Film Series 
presents Quartier Mozart. Filmed in Cameroon, Mozart 
is the story of the not-very-sentimental education of a 
schoolgirl who, with the help of a sorceress, enters the 
body of a young man to help her discover the sexual 
politics of her neighbourhood. March 30 at 6:45 p.m. 
in H-110. 


Sustainable Business Conference 
Sustainable Concordia presents its second annual con- 
ference on sustainable business, featuring keynote 
speaker Peter Robinson, CEO of Mountain Equipment 
Co-op. March 31. Seating is limited, email 
sbc@alcor.concordia.ca to RSVP. For more info, visit 
sbc.concordia.ca 


Habitat for Humanity 

Would you like to build houses and your understanding 
of housing issues? Habitat for Humanity is a program 
dedicated to the elimination of poverty housing by 
building homes in partnership with families in need. 
For more information or to get involved with the 
Concordia Chapter, email habitat@alcor.concordia.ca 


Concordia Toastmasters Club 

You can master skills to help you formulate and express 
your ideas, improve your ability to listen and evaluate 
other people's ideas. We can help you get rid of that 
nervousness when you are asked to speak, all done in a 
positive and supportive environment. We meet every 
Monday evening. For more information: 
www.angelfire.com/co/TOASTM or contact Susan Ehret 
at 637-0190, susanehret@sympatico.ca 





LECTURES 


Women Denied? Confirmed? 

God didn’t always choose a man. There were times 
when only the hand or voice of a woman would do. In 
the history of Christianity there have been conflicting 
patterns presented to women. Wherein lay their 
power? Wherein lay their subordination? March 23, 6- 
9 p.m. in H-762. Presented by Theological Studies. 


Simone de Beauvoir Institute 
Seminar Series 

All lectures are from 1:30-3 p.m. in MU-101 (2170 
Bishop St.) 


+ KATHRYN CAMPBELL 

March 24. An adjunct professor in Concordia’s 
Department of Sociology and Anthropology, Campbell 
will speak about the impact of resource development 
on family violence in a Northern Aboriginal community 
in her lecture, “What Was It They Lost?”. 

+ KARIN DOERR 

April 7. Doerr reflects upon her two academic trips to 
China in 2005 and the varied aspects of Canadian fem- 
inism that interested her Chinese hosts. The themes 
included Canadian women writers, the latest trends in 
feminist research and Canadian women and film. She 
will also discuss how she connected this wide range of 
themes to her own research. 


The Department of English 
presents a lecture by Jane Carlisle entitled “Factory 
Lives: Working Class Autobiographies and Victorian 
Classics.” March 27, 3:30 p.m. — 5:30 p.m. in H-762. A 
professor at Yale University, Carlisle specializes in 
Victorian literature and culture. 


U.S. Influence and Our Army 

The Director of Security Programs at the Polaris 
Institute, Steven Staples, will give a lecture about “The 
Americanization of the Canadian Military.” March 30 at 
7 p.m. in H-763. Hosted by the Council of Canadians 
Montreal Chapter and the Concordia Student Union. 


Canadian Jewish Studies Series 
The Institute for Canadian Jewish Studies at Concordia 
presents a lecture by Kenneth Sherman, poet, essayist 
and creative writing instructor at the University of 
Toronto. He will speak about “Anne Frank and the 
Search for Self” April 4 at 4:30 p.m. in the Religion 
Building, FA-202 (2060 Mackay St.) Free. 


Mark Tewksbury 

Olympic swimmer and Gold Medallist Mark Tewksbury 
will speak “On the Out Games and Being Out.” April 4 at 
5:30 p.m. in H-767. Sponsored by the Q2 Network, a 
group of Concordia staff, faculty and students support- 
ing sexual diversity at the university. 

MFA Visiting Artist Program 
Presented by Concordia Studio Arts. 


+ TANYA MARS AND JOANNA HOUSEHOLDER 

March 24, 6:30-8:30 p.m. in EV-1-615 (1515 Ste. 
Catherine St. W.) Two seminal Canadian performance 
artists talk about their work. As co-editors of Caught in 
the Act, an anthology of performance art by Canadian 
women, their experience and knowledge is far ranging. 
+ DONT RHINE 

April 5, 12-1:30 p.m. in VA-210 (1395 René Lévesque 
W.). Rhine is a member of Ultra Red, a collective that 
makes politically sound art through collaborations 
with human rights and labour rights organizations pro- 
ducing provocative outdoor public sound installations. 
Presented in conjunction with INTE 390 and the 
Concordia University AIDS project. 

Ralph Nader 

The Concordia Student Union presents a lecture by 
lawyer, author, consumer advocate and former U.S. 
presidential candidate Ralph Nader. April 5, 7-11:30 
p.m. in H-110. 


Science College Seminar 

As part of its series of Inter-University Seminars on the 
History and Philosophy of Science, Concordia’s Science 
College presents a lecture entitled “Darker Matter: 
Problem and Paradigm” by Viktor Zacek, of the 
University of Montreal's Department of Physics. April 
6, 4-6 p.m. in SP-365.01 (7141 Sherbrooke St. W.). 





SELF HELP & 
SUPPORT 


Employee Assistance Program 

A voluntary, confidential counselling and information 
service available 24/7 to all employees eligible for 
health benefits at Concordia, including their immedi- 
ate families. English Services: 1-800-361-4765. French 
Services: 1-800-387-5676. To register, visit the EAP 
web site at eap.concordia.ca or call ext. 3667. 


Student Success Centre 

Can help all Concordia students achieve their goals and 
can provide access to services on both campuses aimed 
at promoting personal and academic success. Come in 
to speak with one of the Student Success mentors or 
sign up for workshops, writing assistance, and more. 
Visit studentsuccess.concordia.ca for info. 

Peer Support Program 

Stressed about assignments? Frantic about finances? 
Emotional worries? The Peer Support Program is open! 
We are students who are here for other students to lis- 
ten, give information and refer! Downtown: Monday - 
Thursday, 11 a.m. - 5 p.m. Annex Z (2090 Mackay), 
Room 05. At Loyola: Tuesdays, 12-4 p.m. in the 
Guadagni Lounge. Drop in and check us out! Or phone 
848-2424 ext. 2859. 





MULTI-FAITH 
CHAPLAINCY 


SCHEDULE OF EUCHARISTS (ROMAN CATHOLIC) IN THE 
LOYOLA CHAPEL: Sundays at 11 a.m. (in English) and 
later in Spanish at 7:30 p.m., Tues., Wed. and Fri. at 
12:05 p.m. Mon. and Thurs. Communion at 12:05 p.m. 
(all in English). 


Zen Meditation 

With Myoko, Buddhist Associate Chaplain. Every 
Thursday in Annex Z (2090 MacKay St.). Instruction for 
beginners at 11:45 a.m. Sitting from 12 — 1 p.m. 
Optional question and discussion period from 1 — 1:30 
p.m. For more information, call 842-3648. 

Mother Hubbard's Cupboard 

A vegan meal served in a welcoming atmosphere, with 
great community and conversations. Drop by between 
5 and 7 p.m. in Annex Z, Room 105-106. Mother 


DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE: 12 P.M. April 3, 2006 


Hubbard asks for a donation of $2 to restock her cup- 
boards. For more information or if you would like to 
volunteer, contact Ellie Hummel on ext. 3590 or at 
mohubbs@alcor.concordia.ca 





TEACHING SERVICES 


CTLS 

The Centre for Teaching and Learning Services organizes 
a series of workshops for faculty and teaching assistants 
to enhance their teaching skills. For a full list of work- 
shops and registration, call ext. 2495 or visit 
teaching.concordia.ca/workshops/ 

+ USES (AND ABUSES) OF POWERPOINT 

Participants will analyze sample PowerPoint materials 
and gain ideas on how to make effective use of 
PowerPoint in their own teaching. March 31 from 9:30- 
11:30 a.m. in H-760. 

+ SUPERVISING STUDENT RESEARCH 

In this panel discussion, seasoned professors, graduate 
students and undergraduate students will debate the 
do’s and don'ts of supervising student research. April 7 
from 9:30-11:30 a.m. in H-760. 


Concordia PhD student 

with nine years of experience tutors all level of Math. 
Group and private sessions, reasonable rates. Guarantee 
your grade or all money back, no charge for the first ses- 
sion if you are not satisfied. Call Mehdi, at 652-6066 or 
e-mail Math_tutor@email.com 


Math/Physics/Stats tutoring 

McGill math/physics grad and Concordia Masters stu- 
dent in Education with over four years of experience 
available to tutor for many courses and grade levels, 
including high school math and sciences; CEGEP and 
university: linear algebra, calculus (I, It, Ill, advanced), 
intro stats and prob., intro physics and chemistry. Call 
Cyril Anderson at 321-7528 or email 
gtil_anderson@hotmail.com 





APARTMENTS 


Eco-Friendly Condo for rent 
Beautiful open-concept 4 1/2 on two floors. 
Geothermal heat pump with radiant floor heating, 
very bright and private. Patio with large planting bed, 
bicycle parking, all appliances included. Near 
Charlevoix metro, Atwater Market and Lachine Canal. 
Heating and hot water included, $990/mo. Non-smok- 
ers only! Available July 1. Email 
blinkhorn@sympatico.ca 

2 1/2, 41/2 in NDG 

Corer Sherbrooke St. and Grand Blvd. Both are reno- 
vated, bright, and include fridge and stove. Available 
immediately. Please call 739-7575 Mon.-Fri. between 
9am. —5 p.m. 


31/2, 41/2, 51/2 

Prestigious rental accommodations just footsteps from 
beautiful parks and exceptional cultural and recre- 
ational facilities. Ideal for professional. Please call 
935-3511 or visit www.realstar.ca 


Cozy Apartment for rent 

NDG (Sherbrooke St. W), Large 2 1/2 apt, 2-minute walk 
to Loyola campus. Hardwood floors, large windows and 
sunlight. Quiet neighbours, swimming pool in the build- 
ing. Fridge, stove, heat & hot water included. 
$525/month. Available April 1, Call 825-1871. 


Semi-furnished room 

in large, bright, 7 1/2 duplex near Plamondon metro 
(orange line) and 165 bus. Rent is $450/mo. all-inclu- 
sive. Available immediately. Please call 618-9377. 


For prof or mature student 
Newly-constructed in-law suite with living room, 
kitchen and closed bedroom for rent. Steps from Loyola 
Campus. Garden, lots of natural light, private entrance 
and intercom system. For a quiet non-smoker, perfect 
for a mature graduate student or professor. $550/mo 
includes heat and hydro. Single occupancy. Available 
immediately. Call (450) 458-1515. 

NDG Condo 

Two bdr. in new building. Five appliances, air condition- 
ing, garage and balcony. Steps from the Loyola Campus. 
$1325/mo., available May 1 or July 1. Call 481-7770. 





UNCLASSIFIED 


Work abroad this summer 

Canada’s most popular youth exchange program, SWAP, 
is now accepting applicants for its USA program that 
allows Canadian youth to work and live in the U.S. for up 
to four months. To be eligible, participants must be at 
least 18 years-old and a full-time post-secondary stu- 
dent returning to full-time studies this fall. For more 
details, visit www.swap.ca 


Looking for participants 

The Human Performance research lab of Concordia’s 
Psychology Department is looking for participants 
whose dominant language is English to help explore 
factors affecting performance on a test used to predict 
reading skills. One 55-65 min. session consists of simple 
computer-based and paper-and-pencil tasks and is paid 
$10 upon completion. To schedule an appointment, 
email eborokhovski@education.concordia.ca 

Learn Italian in Florence 

Michelangelo Language School, a private school for for- 
eigners, is located in a 15th century palace in historic 
Florence, Italy. This year’s trip is from May 27 — June 25 
(4 weeks with 80 hours of lessons). Approximate cost is 
$1,500 for tuition and accommodation. Deadline for 
registration is March 31, For more information, contact 
Josée Di Sano at 488-1778 or studyitalian@hotmail.com 


Community Bazaar 

items for sale. Low prices on clothing, furniture, mis- 
cellaneous household goods, books and more, at 
Mission of the Great Shepherd, 2510 Center St., Point 
St. Charles, Charlevoix Metro. April 1, 9:30 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Tel. 933-9608. 





Nominations for Spring 
Convocation awards 


Concordia Medal 
Malone Medal 
O’Brien Medal 

Lieutenant-Governor’s Award 
Stanley G. French Medal 
First Graduating Class Award 


Graduating students from Fall 05 and Spring 06 may be nominated for 
these medals, given for leadership and dedication to campus life. All 
are for students except the last-named, which may be given to any 
member of the university community. 


Nomination forms and criteria are available from the Dean of 
Students Offices, S-H-653 and L-AD-121, and the Birks Student 


Service Centre, S-LB-185 


The deadline for nominations is March 31. They should be sent to the 
Office of the Registrar, S-LB-700, attention H. Albert. 
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Gym given reprieve 


Junior Bishop and Modibo Sidibe had the opportunity to strut 
their stuff at a Canadian Football League evaluation camp in 
Oakville, Ont., for the scouts and coaches of all nine CFL teams. 

The CFL camp, which tests players’ strength, speed and foot- 
ball ability through drills like the 40-yard dash, bench press and 
one-on-one plays, ran from March 23 through March 25 Forty- 
eight of the top draft-eligible Canadians, whether they play at 
schools north or south of the border, were invited to the camp in 
anticipation of the CFL college draft on April 20. 

Sidibe is a native of Buffalo, N.Y., who played high school foot- 
ball in Toronto and two years at Syracuse University, where he 
was an honours student. The cornerback racked up first-team 
All-Canadian honours for his 2005 football season when he had 
20 total tackles and five interceptions. 

Bishop was surprised by the invitation, since he had to battle 
through several injuries during the 2005 season, but he had an 
outstanding year in 2004 and can play several defensive posi- 
tions —halfback, linebacker or free safety. 

0 





Captain Vince Vanuytfanck was the top finisher on the 
Concordia Ski Team at last weekend’s Quebec University Alpine 
Skiing Circuit's Provincial Finals. Vanuytfanck finished in fourth 
place in the slalom event and seventh in the season's overall 
standings. The men’s team ended up in fifth place on the circuit. 
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The Victoria Gym, Sir George Williams’ main recreation space since 1981, will remain open until June 15 despite 
expectations that it would close at the end of March. Patrick Perrotte, co-captain of the Concordia Stingers men’s bas- 
“I'm pleased. Everyone who goes by the desk is really enthusiastic," said Viadimir Pavlicik, Assistant ketball team, was named a Canadian Interuniversity Sport sec- 
Director of Campus Recreation. ond team All-Canadian. 
Pavlicik has watched countless staff, students and alumni use the equipment of the former elementary The Verdun native averaged 151 points per game in leading 
school, which was built in 1898. There are currently 1,000 registered users. the Stingers to a 14-2 regular season record. He has been a 
Unfortunately, the building is literally crumbling now. Quebec conference All-Star in all four of his years at Concordia. 


He hopes that new facilities in the EV Building will be accessible soon. DAN PLOUFFE 





C oncor d a Coach recognized for seeds — 


For the third time in his career, 


? Victor Zilberman has been named 
8 Uj e ni Canadian Interuniversity Sport 

. Men’s Wrestling Coach of the Year 
for his work with the Concordia 


Concordia Student Union (CSU) Stingers. He's seen at right, 
Undergraduate Elections coaching his own son, David. 


March 28, 29, 30 


wrestlers to the podium at 
National Championships since he 
started the team in 1977, Earlier 
this month, his seven wrestlers 
brought home four golds, a silver 
and a bronze. 

Senior wrestler Tony Ronci 
explained, “We break techniques 
into components and strengthen 
them one at a time.” 

A superb technician, he also 
“I will make a difference.” gives each of his students 
individual attention. 

Fourth-year Stinger wrestler 
Tyler Marghetis, who has won 
three straight national titles, 
said, “You come in a good athlete, 
and he makes you great.” 


Paid for by the Concordia University Alumni Association DAN PLOUFFE 
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